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TO'THS DEMOCRACY OF OHIO.
Fling out your banners, freeman, now I ,

A " Aye, liiug them to the breeze; ' " ' '

1 To ho bise tyrant's power you bow,
vu . i '1 . Nor quail to hii decree. , .

i

in .!
-

Fltng out your banners pure and bright,
i' Inscrib'd with "Liberty!" "

,ivrt por principles alone you fight
' " '5" "That alt shall equal be! V

W'.ii w. Hi V l V: '
. n r. For country, home,-- and alti-r- s free

'i For justice and iorlawj
i To voteand worship as "men please, '

Uvi.fu With none to overawe. ;

..i:These are the mottoes of the band,

;,,!.!( Who (to fat Liberty ! '

it; - Who here have come from every land,
i.) v Tbat they might equal be! '

Fling out your banners for the just
' ' ' For bim to country true; :

"'..Who ne'er was false to honor's trust, .. ,
''

,.r,V Who ne'er deserted you! . ., )

Whcwe life has glided gently on, . .. ,

r, V, Like pure unruffled streams; j.

' Whose actions give you brightly back, ,

'The truth that inward beams! ,,,,
v t

p rUpl then, your banners to the breeze,
Yourstation's in the van; '

, You fight for heaven's just decrees," ' '
,

'
'. The equal rights of man! '

No lfish hopes your hearts inspire,
No bigot's zeal controls;

One free resolve one proud desire,

. .. Swells high in all your souls!

' Upl then our country must be freed,
'

. From persecutions' stains
'. Her free-bor- n sons long since decreed,

k

' ' " That here we forge no chains !

. No chains to bind the upright mind.
To fetter reason's will!

..;. No chains man's thoughts or hopes to bind, '

Or his free spirit kill I

.' .... .: ;r. - AGATHA.
Worthmglon, Ohio.

;,THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINEES. .

- From the Democratic Review, May, 1838. .

W! JAMBS K. l'OLK.
Mr. Polk, who is the oldest of ten children, was

born in Mecklenburg county, North Carolina, on
the second day of November, 1795, and is con-

sequently in the forty-thir- d year of his age. His
ancestors, whose original name, Pollock, has, by

obvious transition, assumed the present form,,

emigrated, more than a century ago, from Ireland,
a country from which many of our most distin-

guished men are proud' to derive their origin.
They established themselves first in Maryland,
where some of their descendants still sojourn.
The branch of the family from which is sprung
the subject of this memoir, removed to the neigh-

borhood of Carlisle, in, Pennsylvania, and thence

'to (he western frontier of North Carolina, some

time before the commencement of the revolution- -

ary war. , wun mat evenuui strug-

gle is one of rare distinction. On the 20th of May,

1775, consequently more than a twelvemonth

anterior to the declaration of the fourth of July,
the assembled inhabitants of Mecklenburg county
publicly absolved themselves from their allegiance
to the British crown, and issued a formal manifes-

to of independence in terms of manly eloquence,
which have become "familiar as household words"

to the American people; 'Col. Thomas Polk, the
prime mover of this act of noble daring, and one
of the signers of the first declaration of indepen-

dence, was the great uncle of the present speaker,
who is also connected with the Alexanders, chair

man and secretary of the famous meeting, as well

as with Dr. Ephraim Brevard, the author of the
declaration itself. !'.;;::.'.. i v. ; ,!.

Mr. Jefferson having, sincerely, no doubt, but
upon, merely negative grounds, questioned the

'authenticitr Jjf this interesting piece of history,
the legislature of Noith Caroliiu, with a becoming
pride of patriotism, caused the evidence establish-

ing Its validity, lobe collected in a complete shape,
and deposited in the 'archives of the State. ' The

. Tradition ascribes to Thomas Polk the princi- -'

Dal aeencv in briiuriiiK about the declaration. He
appears, to have given the notice for the election of
the convention, arid being the colonel of the coun-

ty, Jo have superintended the elections in each of
the militia districts,.'. He bad been tor a long time
engaged in the service of the province as a survey-- -
or, and as a member of die assembly; and was thus

' intimately acquainted, not only in Mecklenburg,
but in the counties generally. , His education had
been acquired, not within the classic walls of an

.English university,' but among his own native
bill?, and amidst the passions and feeling of his
countrymen. Dr. Ephraim Brevard, the author of
the declaration, and Wraightstill Avery, the first
attorney general of North Carolina, were men of
the highest classical attainments, and contributing
their enlightened resource to the shrewd native
enthusiasm of Thomas Polk, produced a deolara-tio-n

at that time unrivalled, not only for the neat-ne- e

of its style, but for the moral sublimity of its
conception. Vnth Carolina.

Finally, the whole proceedings were read ly

and audibly; at the court house door, by
Cot . Thomas Polk, td a large, respectable and
approving assemblage of citizens, who were pre- -.

eent and gave aaoction to the business of the day.
Memoir of J?. Humphrey Hunter. Ibid.

people of Mecklenburg were, almost to a man,
staunch whigs in the genuine, revolutionary ac-

ceptation of the term, and have been up to. the
present day remarkable for their unwavering. ad-

herence to the democratic principles.'' As an evi-

dence of the sturdy independence which charac-

terizes them, it is often pleasantly observed1 that.
at the last' war, they took up arms six months
'Wore, and did not lay1 them down until twelve
months after the government. In the contest for

independence, several of Mr. Polk's, relative dis

tinguished themselves even at the peril of life. To
be allied to such a people and lineage, is a fit sub-

ject for honorable pride. Liberty does' not frown

upon the indulgence of a sentiment so natural.
She does not reject the heritage of honor, while

refusing to add to it social or political distinctions
subversive of equal rights. The American peo-

ple have always manifested an' affectionate 'regard

for those who bear the names of the heroes or
martyrs of the revolution.

: They furnish not a

proof of the alleged ingratitude of republics. ' .

.' The father of Mr. Polk was a farmer of unassum

ing pretensions but enterprising character
Thrown upon his own resources in early life, he
became the architect of his own fortunes. He
was a warm supporter of Mr. Jefferson, and through
life a firm and consistent republican.' In the au-

tumn of 1806, he removed to Tennessee, where
he was among- the first pioneers oi the fertile
valley of Duck river, then a wilderness, but now

the most flourishing and populous portion of the
State. The magical growth of a country which
was but yesterday redeemed from the sole domin-

ion of nature, is a phenomenon of great moral and

political interest, and cannot fail to impress a char-

acter of strength and enterprise upon the authors
and participators of the wonderful result. How
can man languish or halt, when all around him is

expanding and advancing with irrepressible ener-

gy? In this' region, Mr. Polk still resides, so that
he may be aaid literally to have grown with its
growth and strengthened with its strength. Of
course, in the infancy of its settlement, the oppor-

tunities for instruction could not be great. Not-

withstanding this disadvantage and the still more
formidable one of a painful affliction, from which,
after years of suffering he was finally relieved by

a surgical operation he acquired the elements of
a good English education. Apprehending that
his constitution had been too much impaired to

permit the confinement ol study, his father deter-

mined, much, however, against the will of the
son, To make bim a commercial man; and with
this view dually placed him with a merchant.

Upon what slender threads hang the destinies of
life! A little more and the uncompromising oppo-

nent of the bank of the United States, the demo-

cratic speaker of the bouse of representatives,
might have been .it this day, in spite of his origin
and early tendencies, a whig preacher of panics,
uttering jeremiad for the late of that , shadowy

and untangible thing yclept ."credit system."

'If shape it might be called, that shape had none,
Di'tinguishable in member, joint or limb;

Or substance might be called, that shadow seem'd,
For each seemed either." ' " '

He remained a few weeks in a situation adverse
to hi wishes and incompatible with his taste.

Finally his earnest appeals succeeded in overcom-

ing the resistance of his father, and in July, 1S13,

he was placed under the care of. Rev. Dr. Hender-

son, and subsequently at the Academy of Murfrees-boroug-

then under the direction of Mr. Samuel

P. Black, justly celebrated in that region as a clas-

sical teacher. In the autumn of 1815, he entered
the University of North Carolina, having, in less

than two years and a half, thoroughly prepared
himself to commence hi collegiate course. It
will be Men from this lia-t- y sketch, that the history
of the speaker fumuhes an interesting example of
talent and perseverance triumphing over disheart-

ening difficulties in early life. So frequent are
such instances, that it would almost seem that true
merit requires the ordeal of adverse circumstances
to strengthen its temper and distinguish it from

' : . ,.iunsubstantial pretension
Mr. Polk's career at the University was distin-

guished. At each semi-annu- examination, he
bore away the first honor, and finally graduated in

1818, with the highest distinctions of his class, and

with the reputation of being the first scholar in

both the mathematics and classics. Of the former

cience- be was passionately fond, though equally
distinguished as a linguist- - His course at college
was marked by the same assiduity and studious
application which have since characterized him.

His ambition to excel was equalled by hi perse-

verance alone, in proof of which it is said, that he
never missed a recitation, nor omitted the punctil-
ious' performance, of any duty., Habits, of close

application at college are apt to be despised by

those who pride themselves on brilliancy of niind,
as if they were incompatible..' . This is a melancho-

ly mistake. . Genius hasfever been defined the fac-

ulty of application. ''The latter is, at least, some-

thing better and more available.' 'So carefully has

Mr. Polk avoided the pedantry of classical display,
which is the false taste of our day and country', as

almost to hide the acquisitions which distinguished
his early career,. His preference for the useful and

substantial, indicated by his youthful' passion for

the mithematcis, has made ,him select style of
elocution which would, perhaps', be deemed too

plain by. the. shallow admirers of flashy declama-

tion. Tne worst of all styles Is the florid and
exaggerated.. ', It is that 'of minds which are, as it
were,overlaid by their acquisitions.' . They break
down beneath a burden which they nave not
strength to bear "' ""'' ' '(' ,'

"Peep versed in books but shallow in themselves.1

The mind should rather be fertilized by culture
than encumbered with foreign productions. Ped-

antry is at o ice the result and proof of sciolism. '
Returning to Tennessee, from the State which

is, in two senses, hi alma mater, with health con-

siderably impaired by excessive application. Mi.
Polk, in the beginning of the year 1819, commenc-

ed the study of the law in the office of Senator
Grundy, and late in 1820 was admitted to the bsr.

He commenced his professional career in the coun-

ty of Maury, with great advantages, derived from

the connection of his family with; its early settle-

ment. To this hour his warmest friends are the
sharers of his fathers early privations and difficul-

ties, and the associates of his own youth. But his
success was due to his personal qualities, still more
than to extrinsic advantages. '''A 'republican in
habits as well as in principles',' depending for the
maintenance of his dignity 6n the esteem of others,
and not 'upon his own assumption, his manners
conciliated the general good will. c The confidence
of bis friends was justified by the result. His
thorough academical preparation,' his1 accurate
knowledge of the law, his readiness and resources
in debate,' his unwearied application to business,
secured him, at once, full employment, and in less

than a year he was already a leading practitioner.
Such prompt success in' a profession where the
early stages are proverbially slow and discouraging,
fall to the lot of few.' : ' :,

Mr. Polk continued (o devote some years exclu-

sively to the laborious prosecution of his profes-

sion, with a progressive augmentation of reputa-

tion and the more eolid rewards by which it is

accompanied. . In 1823, he entered upon the stor-
my career of politic, being choseu td represent
his county in the State legislature,; by a heavy
majority over the former incumbent, but Dot
without formidable opposition.; He was, for two
successive years, a member of that body, where
his ability in debate, and talent for business, at
once gave him reputation. The early personal and
political friend of General Jackson, be was one of
those who in the session of 1823,. '24, called that
distinguished man from his letirement, by electing
him to the Senate oi the United States; and he
looks back with pride to the part he took in an act
which was followed by such important consequen-
ces. In August, 1825, being then in his thirtieth
year, Mr. Polk was chosen to represent his district
in Congress, and in the ensuing December took
his seat in that body where he has remained ever
since. He brought with him into the national
councils those fundamental principles to which he
ha adhered thpough all the personal mutations of
party. From his early youth he was a republican
of the "straitest sect." He has ever regarded the
constitution of the United States as an instrument
of specific and limited powers, and that doctrine
is at the very foundation of the democratic, creed.
Of course he has always been what is termed a

strict constructionist, repudiating above all things,
the latitudinarian interpretation of federalism,
which Und to the consolidation of all power in the
central government. He has signalized his hostil-
ity to these usurping doctrines in nil their modes.
He has always refused his assent to the appropria-
tion of money by the federal government, for wbat
he deems the unconstitutional purpose ofconstruct-
ing works of internal improvement within the
States. He took ground early against the consti-
tutionality as well as expediency of a national
bank; and in August, 1829, consequently several
months before he appearance of General Jackson's
first message, announced then his opinions in a
published letter to hi constituents. He has ever
been opposed to an oppressive tariff for protection,
and was at all times, the strenuous advocate of a
reduction of the levenue to the economical wants
of the government. Entertaining these opinions,
as we shall have occasion to illustrate, and enter-
ing Congress as he did, at the first session after
lllA. Jonllnii nl tl.n ..n. A.L.n.o l it..nv i.ui. n.i. jrwuiif,.! rt.ijuiia, lie pi iJiiijJujr i

took his stand against the broad and dangerous
doctrines dovelopcd in the first message of that
rtllftf mutrifitrati unl UIOS flurinn. I'nn i..nlMin.tnn
of his administration, firmly, and resolutely, but
not factiously, opposed to its leading measure.

When Mr. Polk entered Congress, he was, with
one or two exception, the junior member of that
body. But capacity like bis could not long remain
unnoticed. In consequence of the palpable disre-

gard of the public, will, manifested in the election
by the House of Mr. Adams, together with the
means by which it was effected, a proposition was
brought forward, and much discussed at the time,
to amend the constitution in such manner as to give
the choice of President and Vice President imme-
diately and irreversibly to the people. In favor of
this proposition Mr. Polk made his first speech in
Congress; which at once attra ted the attention of
the country by the force of its reasoning, the copi-
ousness of its research, and the spirit ot honest
indignation by which it was animated. It was at
once seen that bi ambition was to disiinguUh
himself by substantial merit, rather than rhelorica'
display, 'the rock upon which most young orators
split. ' At the same session, that egregious meas-

ure of political Quixotism, the Panama mission,
which was proposed in contempt of the sound
maxim to cultivate friendship with all nations, yet
engage in entangling alliances with none, gave
rise to a very protracted debate in both bouses, of
Congress. The exploded federal doctrine was

upon this occasion revived, that, as under the con-

stitution, the President and Senate exclusively are
endowed with the treaty making faculty, and that
of originating aiid appointing to missions, their
acts upon that power become the, supreme law of

the land, nor 'can the House of Representatives
deliberate upon, much less, in the exercise of a

sound discretion, refuse the appropriations necessa-

ry to 'carry them into effect Against a doctrine
so utterly subversive of the right and power of
the popular branch of Congress, as well as of the
fundamental principles of the democracy, Mr.

Polk strenuously protested, embodying bis view
in a series of resolutions, which produced in a
tangible shape,, the doctrines on this question of
(he republican party of '98 The .first of these
resolution which present the general principle
with brevity and force, run thus That it is the
constitutional right and duty of the House of Rep-

resentatives, when called upon for appropriation
to defray the expense of, foreign missions, to de-

liberate on the expediency or inexpediency of such
missions, and to determine and act thereon, as in
their judgment may. seem most conducive to the
public good." ! '

.
"

. "
t

"

From tin's time Mr. Polk's history is inseparably

interwoven with that of the House. He is promi-

nently connected with every important question;
and upon every one, as by an unerring instinct of
republicanism,! took, the soundest and boldest
ground.' From hi entrance into public life, his
adherence to. tire cardinal principle of the democrat-

ic creed has been singularly steadfast. During the
whole periodlrf General Jackson's administration,
as long a he retained a seat on the floor, he was one
of its leading supporters, and at times, and on cer-

tain questions of paramount importance, its chief re-

liance. In the hour of trial he was never: found
wanting, or from his post. In December, 1837, two
years after hi entrance initio House, Mr. Polk was

placed bn the important Committee of Foreign Af-

fairs, and some time after was appointed, in addi-

tion chairman of the select committee to which was

referred that portion of the President's messago call-

ing the attention ol Congress to the probable accu-

mulation of a surplus In the treasury, after the anti-

cipated extinguishment of the national debt"' As
the head of this committee, he made a lucid report
replete with the soundest doctrines, ably enforced,
denying the constitutional power of Congress to
collect from the people, for distribution, a surplus

beyond the wants of the government, and maintain-

ing that the revenue should be reduced to the exi-

gencies or the public service.
The session of 1830 will always be distinguished

by the death blow which was then given to the un-

constitutional system of internal improvements by
the general government. We have ever regarded
the Maysvilleroad veto as second in importance to

none of the acts of General Jackson's energetic ad-

ministration. It lopped off one of the worst bran-

ches of the miscalled American system. Mr. Polk

had assailed the bill before its passage with almost

solitary energy; and in one of his speeches, in

which he discusses the general policy of the "Amer-
ican system" in its tripple aspect of high prices for

tlir public lands to check agricultural emigration
to the West, and foster the creation of a manufactur-

ing population of high duties or taxes for protec-

tion, and excessive revenue and of internal im-

provements, to spend this levenue in corrupting the

country with it own money, should be persued
by every one who wishes to arrive at sound views
upon a question which has ad much agitated the
public mind. When the bill was returned by the
President unsigned, a storm arose in the House, in

the midst of which the veto" was attacked by a tor

rent of passionate declamation, mixed with no small

share of personal abase. To a member from Ohio,
whose observations partook of th latter character,
Mr. Polk replied in an energetic improvisation, via
dicatingthe patriotic resolution of the Chief Magis-

trate The friends of State rights in the House ral
liud manfully uponlihe veto. The result was that
the bill was rejected, and countless g' pro
jects for the expenditure of many millions of the
public treasure, which awaited the decision, perish- -

en in embryo. " v- -' "' Av'
In December, 1832, he Was transferred to the

Committee oi Ways and Means, with which his

connection has been so distinguished. At that ses-

sion the directors of the Bank of the United States
were summoned to Washington, and examined up
on oath, before the committee just named. A di-

vision of opinion resulted in the presentation of two
reports. That of the majority, which admitted that
the bank had exceeded its lawful powers by interfere

jug with the plan of government to pay off the 3 per
cent, stock was tame, and unaccompanied by perti-

nent facts or elucidating details Mr. Polk, in lf

of the minority, made a detailed report, com-

municating all the material circumstances, and pre-

senting conclusions utterly adverse to the institution
which had been the subject of inquiry. This ar-

rayed him against the whole bank power, which he
was made to feel in a quarter where he had every,
thing at stake; for,' upon his return to his district, he
found the most formidable opposition mustered
against him for his course upon this question. The

friends of the United States Bank held a meeting at
Nashville to denounce his report. The most un-

scrupulous misrepresentations were resorted to, in

order to prove that he had destroyed the credit of
the West, by proclaiming that his countrymen were
unworthy of mercantile confidence. The result,
however, was, that after a violent contest, Mr. Polk
was by a majority of more .than three
thousaud. Fortunately for the stability of our in-

stitutions, the panics which "frighten cities from

their propriety" do not swetp with the same deso-

lating force over the scattered dwellings ofthe coun-

try."'-
'

;

In September, 1833, the President, indignant at
the open defiance of law by the Bank of the United
States, and the unblushing corruption which it
practised, determined upon the bold and salutary
measure of the removal of the deposites, which was

effected in the following month. The act produced
much excitement throughout the country, and it
was foreseen that a great and doubtful conflict was

about to ensue. At such a crisis it became impor-

tant to have at the head of the committee of Way
and Means, a man of courage to meet, and firmness

to sustain, the formidable shock. . . Such a man was

found iu Mr. Polk, aud he proved himself equal to

the occasion. Congress met, and the conflict proved
even fiercer than had been anticipated. The cause
ofthe bank was supported in the House by such men
as Mr. McDuffie, Adams, and Binuey, not to men

tion a host of other names. It is instructive to look

back in calmer times, to the reign of terror, known
as the panic session'. The bank, with the whole
commerce of the country at its feet, alternately tor-

turing and easing it miserable pensioner a they

increast d or relaxed their cries of financial agony;
public meeting held in every city with scarcely the
intermission of a day, denouncing the President as a

tyrant and the enemy of hi coontry; deputation
flocking from (he town to extort from him a reluc-

tant submission; Whg orators traversing the coun-

try, and timulatu)g the passion if excited multi-

tudes, without respect even to the sanctity of the
8abbath; inflammatory memorials poured into Con-

gress from every quarter; the Senate almost decree- -

j "On the Buffalo and New Orleans road bill. ,'

m

ing itself into a state of permanent insurrection, and

proclaiming that a revolution had already begun;
all the business of legislation in both wings of the
the Capitol postponed to that ofagitation and panic ;

an extrajudicial and branding sentence pronounced
upon the Chief Magistrate of the nation, in violation

of usage and the constitution; these features pre-

sent but a faint picture of the alarm and confusion

which prevailed. Consternation had almost seized

upon the republican ranks, thinned by desertions
and barrassed by distracting doubts and fears. But
the stern resolve of him wh seiron arm guided the
helm of state, conducted the perilous conflit to a

successful issue. Nor should we forget the emi-

nent services of the individual who presided over
the Committee of Ways and Means. His coolness,

promptitude, and abundant resourcess were never
at fault '' II i opening speech in vindication of the
President's measure, contains all the material facts

and reasons on the republican side of the question,
enforced with much power, and illustrated by great
research.' To this speech, almost every member oif

the opposition, who spoke upon the question, att-

empted to reply; but the argument which it au-

thor brought forward to establish the power of the
President under the constitution, as elucidated by
contemporaneous or early exposition, to do the act;
which had been so boldly denounced as a high-hand-

and tyrannical usurpation, could neither be refu-

ted nor weakened. Mr. McDuffie, the distinguish-
ed leader of the opposition in this eventful conflict,
bore testimony, in his concluding remarks, to the
"boldness and manliness" with which Mr. Polk had
assumed the only position which could be judicious-

ly taken. The financial portion of his speech, and

that in which he exposed the glaring misdeeds of
the bank, were no less efficient. When Mr. Mc
Duffie had concluded the remarks to which we have
alluded, a member from Virginia, after a few perti
nent observations, demanded the previous question
A more intense excitement was never felt in Con-

gress than at this thrilling moment. The two par
ties looked at each other for a space in sullen silence,
like two armies on the eve ofa deadly conflict. The
motion of Mason prevailed, the debate was arrested,
and the division proved a triumphal victory for the
republican cause. Tbe bank then gave up the con

test in dispair. ....
'

The position of the chairman of the Committee of

Ways and Mean-- , at all times a most arduous and

responsible one, was doubly so at this session, which
will form an epoch in the political annals- - of the
country. Mr. Polk occupied it for the first' time.
From its organization and the nature of its duties,
this committee must be at all times the chief organ
of every administration in th House. At this ses-

sion it was, for obvious reasons, peculiarly so. To
attack it, then, was to strike at the government; to

embarrass its action was to thwart the cojrseof the

administration. Extraordinary and indiscriminate
opposition was accordingly made to all tbe appro-
priation bills. It was avowed in debate, that it was

within the scope of legitimate opposition to with-

hold even the ordinary supplies until the duposite

were restored to the bunk of the United States;
that this restitution must be made or revolution en-

sue. The bank must triumph, or the wheels of gov-

ernment be arrested. The people should never for-

get the perils ofa contest in which they were almost

constrained to succumb. The recollection should
warn them not to build up again a power in the stale
of such formidable facilities. The tactics which
we have just described, threw great additional labor
upon the committee, and particularly upon its chair
man, t ully apprised of the difficulties he had to
encounter, he maintained his post with sleepless
vigilance and untiring activity. He was always
ready to give the House ample explanations upon
every item, however minute of the various appro-

priations. He was ever prompt to meet any objec-

tions which might be started, and of quick sagacity
to detect the artifices to which factious disingenu- -

ousness is prone to resort. All the measures of the
committee, including those of paramount impor-

tance relating to the bank and the deposites, were
carried in spite of the most immitigable opposition.
The true hearted republican who conducted this
critical conflict to a successful issue among whom
Mr. Polk occupies a distinguished rank deserve
the lasting gratitude of the country. v

Towards the close of the memorablo session of
1834, Mr. Speaker Stevenson resigned the chair, as
well as his seat in the House. The majority of the
democratic party preferred Mr. Polk as his succes-

sor; but in consequence of adivision in its ranks.the
opposition, to whom bis prominent and uncompro-
mising course bad rendered him less acceptable suc-
ceeded in electing a gentleman, then a professed

friend, but since a decided opponent of the Presi-

dent and his measures. Mn Polk's defeat produ-
ced no change in his course. He remained faithful
to his party, and assiduous in the performance of his
arduous duties. In December, 1835, he was elect-
ed Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
chosen again in September last, after au animated
contest The duties of this difficult station, it is
now conceded, he has discharged with rare fidelity
and firmness. In the beginning unusual difficulties

were thrown in his way by an animoxity which Was

sometime carried to an extent that called for gen-

eral animadversion. During the first session in
which he presided, more appeal were taken from
his decision than had occurred in the whole period
since the origin of the government; but he was uni-

formly sustained by tbe House, and by many of hi
political adversaries. Strangers of all parties who
visit Washington are struck with the dignity,
promptitude, and impartiality with Ivhich he pre-

sides 'over the deliberations of the House. It was
with great pleasure that we heard, but the other
day, an eminent member of the opposition in that
body bear the fame testimony.' Notwithstanding
the violence with which he had been assailed, Con-

gress passed, at the close of the session in 1837, a
unanimous vote of thank to it presiding officer,
from whom it separated with the kindest feelings;
and no man, now, could enjoy lb confidence and
frieudship'in a higher degree... Hi calmness and
good temper have allayed the violence Of opposition
in a station for which hi quickness, eoorne. and
rigttcity eminently qualify him. j .(

Few public men have pursued a firmer or more

consistent course than Mr. Polk. . Upon several
when the current of popular opinion

threatened to overwhelm "him, he' ha iternly ad-

hered to the convictions of duty, preferring to siuk

with bis principles, rather than rise by their aban-

donment This, we have noticed, was the case af-

ter his bank report in 1833, and he incurred tbe same

hazard when, in J835, he avowed his unalterable

purpose not toscparate from the democratic party

in the presidential election. On each of these occa-

sions, the popular excitement in his d istrict, would

have appalled and driven back a timid and time-

serving politician. Had he been governed by self-

ish motives; had he consulted his own personal ease

aud looked to his alone; had he, in short,

regarded success more than principle, !he would

have yielded his own convictions to the indicators,

not to be mistaken, of popular opinion.' But he

took counsel of nobler sentiments, and with a fear-

lessness characteristic of his whole public course,

avowed and persisted in his determ-

ination. He succeeded in carrying truth home ti

an enlightened constituency, was sustaiued by

majorities, and is cow so strong iu the

good will of his district, that at the last election n

opposition was attempted. Nothing can. be more

false than the charge of subserviency which ha

been brought against bim, in common-wit- the

prominent supporters of the late administrator). It
is true that, despising the cant of no parly, which

has ever been the pretext of selfish and treacherou

politicians, and convinced that in a popular govern-

ment nothing can be accomplished by isolated ac-

tion, he has alwaysacted with hi party, as far as

principle would justify. Upon most of the promi-

nent measures of the late administration, however,
hi opinions were r.ot only generally known, but ha
had actually spoken or voted, before the accession of
General Jackson to power. . 7 ,"

Mr. Polk is a ready debater, with a style and man-

ner forcible and impressive. In discussion, be ha
always been distinguished by great courtesy, never

kaving been known to indulge in offensive person-

ality, which, considering the prominence of hi

course, and the ardor of his convictions, is no small
merit As a proof of his exemplary assiduity, be is

said never to have mused a division, while occupy-

ing a seat on the floor of the House, his name be

iug found upon every list of the yea aud nay.
His ambition was to be a useful member as well as a

prominent actor, and accordingly he alway perfor-

med more than a full share of the active business of
legislation.' In person he is ofmiddle stature, with

a full, angular brow, and a quick aud penetrating

eye. Tbe expression of his countenance i grave,

but its serious cast is often relieved by a peculiarly

pleosanUmile, indicative of the amenity of hi dis-

position. The amiable character of hi private life,

which has ever been upright and pure, secures to

him the esteem and friendship of all who have the

advantage of his acquaintance. .

AWFUL DESTRUCTION. '

New Orleans has met a terrible disaster. A fire

took place in a carpenter' shop, and before it
could be arrested Ten large square and about 300

buildings were in ashes. Hundred of families have

been ruined, and left homeless and shelterless.

The fire raged iu Jackson, Canal, Treme, Marias,

Villere, Robertson and Claiborne street. The
loss of property is immense. ,

If Theodore Frehnghuysen's moral qualities can
wipe out the objection which are raised against
Henrv C lav's character, as the federalist .intend
they shall, then the rule does not hold true, that
good men should keep out of bad company, if they
do not wish to become bad themselves. Hartfurd
Times. ,

.

From the Lowell Patriot
The coons in this region were struck aghast at

the news of "honest" John's defeat and the nominal
tion of Freling-Ay-se- They feared the jaw--r
cracking Dutch name of the latter would'nt chime
irj a coon song fny how. It is now ascertained that
it will rhyme, but not exactly to suit the coons

For instance.
j We're used up coons as sure as pizen,

If we run Clay and Frelinghuyscn.
" ' ' 'And again:

Don't you see the freemen rising, .

.' To put down Clay and Frelinghuysen.

Goods are now 25 pel cent, higher than when the
black tariff of 1312 became a law; and who pocket
the difference? It does not go to the government
in the shape of duties, nor to the merchant as profits.

It goes into the pockets of the manufacturer, and
comes out of the hard 'earnings of Western farmer
and mechanic. This they are beginning to. see,
and the Whigs cannot long deceive them by talking
about home indnrry.- - Detroit Fret Prtst.

(JO-T- "Native American," in Philadelphia,
has this motto: '

; "We propose to reject foreign interference from
all our institutions, 03-- relicioi;,
and ;

'.What said Jefferson in the declaration of inde-

pendence, as to the tyrant ol England, and a to
parties : :.. .

"He has endeavored to prevent the population .

of these States; for that purpose obstructing the
laws for the naturalization of foreigners, refusing
to pass others to encourage their migration thither,
and raising the condition of new appropriation or
lands."- -

"Equal and exact jutlice to ALL MEN, of
whatever ttatt or pertuation, religious or

This is the democratic creed; this is

the motto we carry upon our banner, which we
have alway defended, and always shall. Ciiiciiu

' '' ,:- -nati Enquirer. V

An Indication. At a log rolling in PlesMnt i

township, Porter county, Indiana, where 21 men ,

were collected, on examination, it was ascertain- -
,

that they were all democrat but one, and he, be-- ,

fore night, threatened to knock a man dowe far'
calling bim a whig Wettrrn Anger. ':.J: V

' The Democrat of Maryland have nominated the
the Hon. Jame Carrol as candidate for Cov err or.


